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Ingenium fibi quod vacuas defumpfit Athenas, 


Et fludus annos feptem dedit, infervttque 


Libris Curis; flatua taciturinus exit 
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INCE oar Succefs in Wordly Matters may 
be faid to depend upon our Education, it will 

be very much to the Purpofe to enquite if the 
“ Foundations of our Fortune could not be laid 
deeper and furer than they are. The Education of 


Youth falls of Neceffity under the Dire@ion of thofe 


who, thro’ fondnefs to us and our Abilities, as well 


as co their own unwarrantable Conje@oures, are very 
- likely to be deceived, and the —— of it is, that 
_ the poor Creatures, who are the . 
wrong Advances, feldom find out the Errors till 
they become irretrievable. As the greater Number 
of all Degrees and Conditions have their Education 
at the QJniverfities, the Errors which I conceive to 
be in thofe Places fall moft naturally under the fol- 
ifinanagement 


ufferers upon 


lowing Obfervations. The firft 
in thefe Publick Nurferies is the calling together 


a number of Pupils, of howlvuever different Ages, - 


Views and Capacities, to the fame Le@ures: But 


farely there can ve no Re«fon to think, that aceii- 


cate tender Babe, jult wean’d from the Bofom of 
his Mother, indulg’d in ail the !mpertinences ot his 
Heart's Defire, fhould be equally capable of receiv- 


) ing a Le@ure of Philofophy, with a hardy Ruffian 


full Agé, who has been occulionally tcourged 
thro’ fome of the great Schools, groaned under 


-conftant Rebuke and Chaftifement, and maintain’d 


aten Years War with Literature under very ftri@ 


I know the Reader has pleas’d himfelf with en 


 Anfwertothisalready viz. Thatan Attention tothe 


particular Abilities and Detigns of the Pupil, can’t 
be expeéted from the trifling Salary paid upon fuch 


- Account. The Price indeed which is thought a_ 
 fufficient Reward, for any Advantages a Youth can 
~ receive from a Mah of Learning, is an abominable 


Confideration, the enlarging which, would not on- 
ly increafe the Gare of Tutors, but would be a ve- 
‘ry great Encourggement to fuch as defign’d to take 
on them, tofurnifh themfelves with 
and extenfive Knowledge. As the 


amore ral 


Cafe now ftands, thofe of the firft Quality pay their 


Tutors but little above half fo much as they do their 


Footmen: What Morality, what Hiltory, what 


(Price Two Pence.) 


Application 
commendable; and when they fee their own Cha-_- 


Talte of the Moderna Languages, what, laftly, thag 
can make a Man happy, or great, may not be expe@- 
ed in return for fach an immente [reafure! Tis 
monftrous indeed, that the Men of the-beft Eftates 


and Families, are more Sollicitous about the Tutelage_ 


of atavourite Dog wt Horfe, than of their Heirs 
Male. The next Evil is the Pedantical Veneration 
that is maintain’d at the Univertity for Greek and 
Latiz, which puts the Youth ‘upon fuch Exercifes 
as many of them are incapable of performing with 
any tolerable Succefs. Upon this Emergency’ they 
are fuccour’d by the allow’d Wits of their refpe- 
Give Colleges, who are always ready to befriend 
them with two or three hundred Latiz or Greek 
‘Words thrown together, with a very fall Proportion 

But the moft eftablifh’d Error of our Univerfi- 
ty Education, is the general Negle& of all the little 
Qualifications and Accomplifhments which make up 
the CharaGter of a well-bred Man, and the general 
Attention to what is called deep Learning. But as 
‘there are very few bleffed with a Geniys thar thall 
force Succes by the Strength of it fel alone, and few 
Occations of Lite that require the Aid of fuch Ge- 
ius, the vaft Majority of the unblefs’d Souls ought 
to ftore themfelves with fuch Acquifitions, in which 
évery Man has Capacity tomzkeaconfiderable Pro- 


grefs, and from which every common QOccafion of 
- Life may reap preat Advantage. Tie Perfons that 


may be ufefalto us inthe making our Fortunes, are 
fuch ss are already happy in their own; 1 may pro- 
ceed to fay, that the Men of Figure and Family 
are more fuperficial in their, Education than thofe of 
alefs Degree, and, of Courfe, are ready to encou- 
rage and prote& that Qualification-im another which 
they themfelves are. Mafters of. For their own 
implies the Purfuit of fomething 


racters prop’s’d as imitable, they muft be won by 
fuch an irrefiftable Flattery. But thofe of the 
Univerfity, who are to make their Fortunes 
by a ready. !nfinustion into the Favour of 
their Supericts, conten this peceflary Foppery 


far, as notio be able to fpesk Common Sente to 


them, 


XCIV. 
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